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John Cho

Senior Staff,
MIT Lincoln
Laboratory

What is your favorite
aspect of what you cur-
rently do as a scientist?

When I was young, my
favorite aspect of being an
atmospheric scientist was
conducting field experi-
ments in off-the-beaten-
path places like Greenland
and Kiribati. As I grew
older, my life settled down,
and my work tended more

SUPPORTING STUDENTS

Naval Weather Service
Association Scholarship

The AMS Freshman Undergraduate Scholarship program scholarships
are sponsored by partners in industry, as well as through named schol-
arships either established by an AMS member or in memory of an indi-
vidual. The sponsors of these scholarships recognize the importance in
encouraging young people to enter the atmospheric and related scienc-
es and have made generous contributions in support of the program.

“This award has been an inspiration to reach for the stars within my first
year at Purdue University. I was able to formulate connections in the College
of Sciences and create bonds with esteemed professors. In addition, I joined
Purdue’s Meteorological Association (PUMA) and earned a 4.0 within my
atmospheric science major. The AMS scholarship, sponsored by the Naval
Weather Service Association, has motivated me for success as a freshman
in college. I look forward to seeing the opportunities that arise as I com-
plete an undergraduate degree and start a career as Weather Officer in the
armed forces.”

;““

| ‘ll’ 'l Il i

—Vada J. Kirsch, AMS Freshman Undergraduate Scholarship recipient,
sponsored by the Naval Weather Service Association
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toward developing algo-
rithms and analyzing data
that others have collected.
My happiest moments at
work now are when I dis-
cover something never seen
before by looking at data in
an original way.

What are one or two
things you do for

fun that make you
#morethanascientist?

With COVID having shut
down my music ensemble
activity and travel plans,

I found myself getting

into the stereotypically
“senior” hobbies of birding
and solving crossword
puzzles. Soon, I also began
constructing crosswords.
Having dabbled with haiku
in the past, the arrange-
ment of words under strict
constraints to form an
aesthetically satisfying
product appealed to me.

What does a “work-life
balance” mean to you?

For some people, vocation
and avocation are identical
or inseparable. Not so, for
me. I've always maintained
a sharp boundary between
the two in order to do the
best job that I can for the
former and to enjoy the
latter independently. But
perhaps constructing puz-
zles for AMS is fuzzifying

that boundary! We'll have to

see how this goes—it’s terra
incognita for me.
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See page 686 for the answers to this puzzle, and keep an eye out

for more puzzles from John Cho in future issues of BAMS.
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AMS career services asked Rob Cifelli, research
meteorologist at NOAA Physical Sciences
Laboratory, what he liked most about

his job and what he found most challenging.

“We do really cool stuff at NOAA—trying to understand why
rain or snow leads to flooding in one place vs. another or
what triggers droughts and what ends them. All this is used
to improve forecasts, and people rely on these forecasts to
make all kinds of important decisions, from ‘Should I go play
golf today?’ to ‘Should we release water out of this reservoir
ahead of this next storm to prevent a flood?’. The work is
challenging both from an observational and modeling (fore-
cast) perspective for a variety of reasons: some relating to
improving model physics and others relating to the obser-
vations we collect (e.g., just how much rain or snow actually
fellin that last storm and how uncertain are our measure-
ments?). In addition to the research, the people are what
make the job really fun. I work with scientists and engineers
who are dedicated to their work and NOAA’s mission.”

AMS career services provide valuable resources such as career profiles; job outlooks; interviews with
weather, water, and climate scientists; and much more. For Rob’s full interview and more career profiles, visit
the Career Resources page at https://www.ametsoc.org/index.cfm/ams/education-careers/careers/career-guides-tools

/all-about-careers-in-meteorology/career-profiles/.
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Answers to the puzzle on page 677. Keep an eye out
for more puzzles from John Cho in future issues of BAMS.
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