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See page 415 for the answers to this puzzle.
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Aha! I do indeed have such a pre-existing thought/memory  
to lean on.

It’s the 1960s. I’m an undergraduate physics major at Swarthmore 
College, and I’m subscribing to the American Journal of Physics. In my 
August 1963 issue I encounter an article entitled “Batting the Ball” 
by Paul Kirkpatrick. The abstract reads “The velocity vector of a ball 
struck by a bat is a stated function of the ball and bat velocities, bat 
orientation, and certain constants. In the light of the equations of the 
collision, the operation and the consequences of swinging the bat are 
analyzed, and the role of the constants is discussed.”

Utterly fascinating! Physics rules! I eagerly shared these 
insights with my mathematician/statistician father, who had played 
quite a bit of baseball in his younger days, and was a lifelong, 
ardent fan. This would be our chance to bond! 

“Dad, look at this article, which lists 90+ parameters and 
actions a batter has to adjust to hit a baseball!”

My father’s response was swift—and dismissive: “If I 
were a pitcher, I’d be sure to send copies of this article to the 
opposing team.”

Hmm. Not quite the response I had expected. Or hoped for. But 
so spot on. In the 60 years since, I’ve thought of this incident again 
and again. 

Which brings us back to Daniel Kahneman. His body of work 
is extraordinarily useful for critiquing the decision-making under 
uncertainty facing all of us when we are confronted with daily 
weather information, especially when that information matters 
most. But what about the implications of this work for anyone 
contemplating writing a research paper on any subject, or a 
thought piece of any type—whether an article or book, or a blog 
post or podcast? Facing so many pitfalls of thinking to avoid, how 
do we actually move forward? What misplaced pride possibly 
allows us to imagine we’ll be making a positive contribution, 
instead of adding to the world’s already stupefying stock of faulty 
thinking and misinformation?

Whew! What’s a thinker to do? I’ll have more in the next 
LOTRW post, but in the meantime,

Your (fast and slow) thoughts, please.  ●

William H. Hooke is former director of the AMS Policy Program. This essay was posted March 129, 2024 on his blog, 
https://www.livingontherealworld.org. In 2010, AMS published his book, Living on the Real World: How Thinking and 
Acting Like Meteorologists Will Help Save the Planet.

➜

Answers to the puzzle on page 409.

https://www.livingontherealworld.org

